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TOWN HALL

The Board of Aldermen held a regular meeting on Tuesday, February 13, 2001.  Members present

were Mayor Henry Foy, Aldermen Gavin Brown, Gary Caldwell, Libba Feichter and Kenneth

Moore.  Also present were Town Manager A. Lee Galloway, Town Clerk Phyllis McClure and Town

Attorney Michael Bonfoey.  Mayor Foy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes of January 23, 2001

Alderman Caldwell moved, seconded by Alderman Feichter to approve the minutes of the January

23, 2001 meeting as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Continuation of Public Hearing - Request of Giles Chemical, 102 Commerce Street to Rezone 3.65

Acres From R-4 to I-1

Attorney Bonfoey opened the continuation of the public hearing regarding the request by Giles

Chemical Corporation located at 102 Commerce Street to rezone 3.65 acres from R-4 to I-1.  The

following persons spoke:

Selwin Scoggins, Corporate Engineer for Giles Chemical, said that the Community Appearance

Commission has reviewed a landscaping plan and representatives from that Commission visited the

property last week.  Planner Andrew Powell has drawn a plan which includes landscaping at the back

portion of the property and along the fence row.  Douglas Firs are recommended along the back

property, however Mr. Scoggins felt that Leland Cypress may be more suitable since they grow tall

and fast.  Bradford Pears may be planted along the fence rows.  Mr. Scoggins said that Giles would

be willing to accept any recommendations made by Planner Andrew Powell.

No one else spoke; Attorney Bonfoey closed the public hearing.

Mayor Foy moved, seconded by Alderman Brown, to rezone the 3.65 acres from R-4 to I-1 as

requested by Giles Chemical Corporation, subject to Planner Andrew Powell’s approval of the

landscaping to be located on the property.  The motion carried unanimously.  (Ord. No. 3-01)

Mr. Steve Brown, Haywood County Schools - Resolution on Community Collaboration on

Improving Education

Mr. Steve Brown, said that he is currently involved with writing grants for the Haywood County

School System and with the School Foundation.  A grant application is being developed to seek



funding for a process in which the entire community would be invited to join in an effort to improve

the schools.  One of the weak areas identified by the State is the relation of low income families and

academic achievement.  The Department of Health and Human Services and Division of Social

Services have been authorized by the State to establish a set of pilot programs to assist families that

have children performing below grade level.  The first phase of these pilot programs is for the

funding of collaboration workshops to focus on strengthening families in up to 15 communities.  The

grant currently being applied for is to fund one of the fifteen workshops.  It is felt that this grant

application may be strengthened if supported by elected officials.  

Alderman Moore moved, seconded by Alderman Feichter, to adopt a resolution of support for the

grant application to establish a collaboration workshop in Haywood County.  The motion carried

unanimously.  (Res. No. 5-01)

Ms. Diane Kornsey - Haywood Mountain Home Utility Bill

In adopting the 2000-2001 Annual Budget, caps were set on the amount of free utilities granted to

the Haywood Mountain Home, Haywood County Rescue Squad and the Open Door.  This was done

in an effort to keep the contributions and support to various community agencies limited to the

equivalent of one cent on Waynesville’s tax rate, which is approximately $55,500.  Utilities for

Haywood Mountain Home were increased from $2,600 for FY 1999-2000 to $3,000 for FY 2000-

2001 (15.4% increase).  

Ms. Diane Kornsey attended the Board meeting requesting that an additional amount be granted by

the Town for utilities to carry Haywood Mountain Home through the current year.  Ms. Kornsey said

that this winter has been colder than normal and Haywood Mountain Home has experienced a high

occupancy rate.  Haywood Mountain Home is operated by the Baptist Church Home Staff and the

staff is committed to practice energy conservation efforts.  However, certain regulations dictate

water temperatures, laundry practices, the use of air conditioners, etc.  During 2000, the Home

provided 2,097 bed nights to abused and neglected children.  

Ms. Kornsey explained that this facility was purchased by Haywood County and receives $33,000

in funding each year from the County.  The facility is 3,100 square feet in size and is licensed as a

seven (7) bed facility.  Ms. Kornsey said that their Board plans to put a line item budget for utilities

in the next years’s budget.

Manager Galloway said there is no question of the value of this facility.  However, the citizens of

the Town are already taxed by both Haywood County and the Town of Waynesville and that there

are certain monetary limits that the Town and County can do.  Alderman Brown asked if money

could be raised through the area churches.  Ms. Kornsey said that her church contributes money, but

no others have been approached.

Alderman Brown moved, seconded by Alderman Moore, to allocate an additional $800 for utilities

for Haywood Mountain Home for the reminder of this fiscal year.  If this amount is not utilized, it

will revert back to the Town’s account.  The motion carried unanimously.



Mr. W. S. Funk - Appeal of Amount of Privilege License on Theater

Mr. W. S. Funk, 330 Brunswick Drive, Waynesville, attended the Board Meeting to protest the

privilege license tax as it applies to his business, The Smoky Mountain Cinema, in the Waynesville

Plaza.  Mr. Funk felt that fee was arbitrary, unreasonable, uneven and discriminatory.  Mr. Funk said

that he paid his fee under protest.

N.C. State Law allows municipalities to charge a maximum of $200 per screening room for any

movie theater which operates more than three days per week.  The fee schedule adopted by the Town

of Waynesville is $87.50 for movie theaters.  For several years, the privilege license for The Smoky

Mountain Cinema was billed at $87.50.  When James Robertson became Tax Collector, it was his

interpretation that each screen pay $87.50 so a bill was sent for 3 times $87.50, or for $262.50.

Mr. Funk presented several exhibits comparing the privilege license tax for his business with other

businesses in Waynesville, basing his comparisons on square footage and other information.  Mr.

Funk felt that the privilege license tax imposed on his business was excessive when compared to

other businesses.  Based on his findings, he said that he paid eleven times more than any other

business in the Waynesville Plaza and pointed out that Taylor Motor Company only paid $25 per

year for their privilege license.  He said that the only business in Waynesville which pays more is

K Mart, a multi-million dollar business taxed as seventeen different stores.  Bowling alleys and

amusements pay $10/year and only twenty-five businesses in Waynesville pay more than $25/year.

Alderman Brown pointed out that State Law controls the maximum amount which can be charged

by Municipalities and the Board of Aldermen adopts a fee schedule.  The current fee schedule used

by the Town of Waynesville was adopted years ago by a different Board.  Attorney Bonfoey said that

the State Law was repealed at the state level but it still applied to municipalities .  

It was the consensus of the Board to instruct Town Manager Galloway to gather information

regarding privilege license in other municipalities and report back to the Board at their next meeting.

Mr. Paul Moran - Resolution Supporting Paper Recycling

Haywood Vocational Opportunities formerly ran a program in which they collected waste paper from

various businesses and industries for recycling.  Due to the economics, they had to discontinue the

program, and Mr. Paul Moran is attempting to set up a new program.  He is looking at the possibility

of some grants which may be available to support this effort, and he feels that a resolution of support

by the Town of Waynesville might be helpful in his efforts to secure these grants.

Mr. Paul Moran said that Haywood Vocational Opportunities discontinued their waste paper

collection program effective January 1, 2001.  Twenty-two businesses out of sixty that he has spoken

to would like to continue this program.  Mr. Moran said during the 3 ½ years he has been involved

in this program, more than 2,000 tons of paper were diverted from the Haywood County Landfill.

He would like to see this continue because otherwise the discarded paper is placed out for pickup

and  placed in the landfill.  Each cell in the landfill is expensive to open and he would like to

conserve this  space at the landfill and recycle material when possible.  A minimal fee will be



charged to transport this paper.

Alderman Caldwell moved, seconded by Alderman Moore, to adopt a resolution supporting the

program proposed by Mr. Paul Moran for paper recycling.  The motion carried unanimously.  (Res.

No. 6-01)

Boyd Avenue Bridge - Resolution Recommending Award of Contract

On Tuesday, February 6, bids were opened on the replacement of the Boyd Avenue Bridge.  The bids

were received as follows:

BIDDER ADDRESS BID AMOUNT

Dane Construction Mooresville, NC $549.966.75

Walco, Inc. Robbinsville, NC $322,656.42

Taylor & Murphy Construction Asheville, NC $368,047.30

Simpson Construction Co. Cleveland, TN $388,112.50

McGill Associates has reviewed the bids and have recommended that the bid be awarded to the low

bidder, Walco, Inc. of Robbinsville, NC in the amount of $322,656.42.  The estimated date of

completion of the project is 180 days.  

Alderman Brown moved, seconded by Alderman Caldwell, to award the bid for the Boyd Avenue

Bridge to Walco, Inc of Robbinsville, NC in the amount of $322,656.42.  The motion carried

unanimously. (Res. No. 7-01)

Minor Subdivision Plat Treehouse Trust

A three lot subdivision plat is being submitted in the name of Treehouse Trust.  The total land area

of the three lots is 10.624 acres.  The property is zoned “R-1" Low Density Residential and is located

on Eagle Nest Road adjacent to the Carolina Log Homes property.  Town Staff recommends

approval of the plat with the following conditions:

1) Provide soil evaluation reports for septic tanks for lots 2 and 3.

2) Provide the septic tank permit for lot #1 (the house lot).

3) Submit a revised plat to include Town Manager and Town Clerk certification blocks; remove

the Haywood County Planner block.

Alderman Moore moved, seconded by Alderman Feichter, to approve the minor subdivision plat as

requested by Treehouse Trust, subject to the conditions recommended by Town Staff.  The motion

carried unanimously.

Minor Subdivision Plat Mr. Gerald Ferguson

Mr. Gerald Ferguson owns a 4.327 acre tract of land on Wildcat Mountain Road.  Mr. Ferguson



wishes to divide the lots into 3 conforming lots for sell and future development.  His property is

located in the “R-1" Low Density Residential District and the proposed lots meet or exceed Town

standards.  Town Staff recommends approval of the subdivision plat with the following exceptions:

1) Submit soil evaluation reports for septic tanks for lots 2 and 3.

2) Submit the septic tank permit for lot #1 (the house lot).

3) Submit a revised plat which shows building setback lines.

Alderman Moore moved, seconded by Alderman Brown, to approve the minor subdivision as

requested by Gerald Ferguson, subject to the conditions recommended by Town Staff.  The motion

carried unanimously.

Discussion Regarding Neon Lighting Moratorium

For the past several months the Historic Preservation Commission, the Community Appearance

Commission and the Planning Board have been discussing neon lighting and signage.  These

committees asked Town Staff to draft an ordinance which prohibits neon lighting and signage in

commercial, manufacturing and industrial zoning districts.  So as not to single out neon lighting,

Town Staff is recommending a lighting ordinance which addresses a myriad of lighting sources.  To

adequately prepare and understand the ordinance, the staff will need approximately 4 months.  The

Commissions and Planning Board members were concerned with the proliferation of neon signs and

lighting during the 4 month study so all three unanimously recommended a four month moratorium

on neon lighting and signage.

Town Staff requested that the Board of Aldermen discuss whether or not it is interested in adopting

a moratorium for neon lighting and signage.

It was a consensus of the Board that the entire ordinance should be reviewed.  They felt that it would

be better not to establish a moratorium while this study is being conducted and that this issue should

be dealt with while the new zoning and subdivision regulations are being developed.  No action was

taken.

Petition for Voluntary Contiguous Annexation - Thomas R. and Elizabeth C. Hines - 1482 Russ

Avenue

A petition for voluntary annexation was received from Thomas R. and Elizabeth Hines.  The

property is located at 1482 Russ Avenue and consists of two separate parcels (.442 acres and 2.809

acres).  The property is contiguous to the corporate limits.

Alderman Moore moved, seconded by Alderman Caldwell, to adopt a resolution instructing the

Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition.  The motion carried unanimously.  (Res.

No. 8-01)

Report by Town Manager Galloway - State Funds



Town Manager Galloway reported on the situation that the State of North Carolina is currently

dealing with regarding their annual budget.  On February 8, Governor Easley declared a state of

fiscal emergency in learning that the State’s revenues for the month of January were $358 million

below projections, that Medicaid costs are up $150 million more than anticipated, and that the costs

are up sharply for the State employee’s health insurance program.  As a result, Governor Easley

announced several measures, one of which is to freeze $95 million in local government money that

was to be reimbursed by the State prior to June 30.

Fifty percent of the reimbursement of the inventory tax to be paid to the Town of Waynesville is now

frozen.  This amounts to approximately $55,000 and was due to be paid to the Town around April

30, 2001.  The State may release these funds at a later date, but this is uncertain.  Manager Galloway

said that the Town is in very good financial condition, but will need to prepare for the possibility that

some very tight financial years may be ahead.  Manager Galloway has distributed a copy of a

memorandum to the Town’s department heads and supervisors who are currently preparing budget

requests for the 2001-2001 fiscal year.

Land Use Planning Public Meetings

Four public meetings will be held during the month of March, 2001.  Those meetings are scheduled

for March 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2001 at the Waynesville Recreation Center and the High Tech Center.

Adjournment

With no further business, Alderman Brown moved, seconded by Alderman Feichter, to adjourn the

meeting at 8:56 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously.

________________________________ ______________________________

Phyllis R. McClure Henry B. Foy

Town Clerk Mayor


